Minimal Two-Light Editorial Portrait

Lighting Goal

This setup proves that you don't need multiple lights to create a
dramatic editorial portrait. Using just one large key light and one
colored background light, you can achieve strong subject separation,
soft skin tones, and a cinematic color contrast.




Light 1: Large Octa with Grid (Key Light)
. Modifier: Large Octa Softbox with Grid
. Position: Camera Left
. Purpose:

o

o

Primary light on the subject.

Produces soft, flattering light with gradual shadow
transitions.

The grid controls spill, keeping the background dark while

directing light only onto the model.
Creates beautiful facial shaping and subtle‘contrast.



Light 2: Background Light with Blue Gel
. Modifier: Standard Reflector

. Position: Camera Right, aimed at the backdrop
. Color: Blue Gel

. Purpose:

o Adds a rich blue wash to the black background.
o Creates separation between the subject and backdrop.

o Introduces color contrast that complements the warm skin
tones and vibrant red styling.




Camera Settings
. Camera: Canon R6 Mark I
. Lens: Canon RF 24-105mm f/4
.« Shutter Speed: 1/160 sec
. Aperture: f/9
« 1SO: 200 (or adjust according to the power of your lights)

Camera: Canon R6 m2 &

Lens: 24-105mm /4 SetMyLight

Shutter: 1/160 by Siddology WqLIQhTf com
Aperture: f/9

ISO: 200



Why This Setup Works

The large gridded octa delivers soft, directional light that wraps
beautifully around the face while maintaining depth. Because the grid
prevents unnecessary spill, the background stays clean and controlled.
A single blue-gelled light aimed only at the backdrop transforms an
ordinary black background into a cinematic scene with depth and
mood.

The contrast between the warm skin tones, vivid red threads, and cool
blue background creates a striking color palette without adding
unnecessary complexity. It's a simple two-light setup that feels far more
sophisticated than it actually is.




